STAT

vDecIassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/08 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000402830042-2

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/08 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000402830042-2

Who's mnnmg '&has
eumry, eﬂywa’y"?

g The mtellxgence _communnty |s gomg to get :tseh‘ mto

LOS ANGELES HERALD -EXAMIMNER “
24 June 1981

'arher thxs week we ran- an
absolutely” amazmo two-part.
series about some former ClIA

- that several former CIA operatives

. selling a fortune in sensitive military

made a killing in the mid-70s by

- technology to one Moammar Khadafy.

" believed to be financing such terrorist
- groups as the Palestine Liberation-
- Army, Italy’s Red Brigade, the Irish

Yes, that Col. Khadafy. The arch-

. terrorist. The Libyan dictator and
* international megalomaniac.,

And the former CIA agents were
able to wheel and deal for as long as

< they did because, as. Assistant U.S.

Attorney General Philip B. Heymann
" has observed, there’s a shocking lack
“of controls to prevent such free-
. lancing. Here were former operatives,
_ one of whom was discharged from the
- agency in 1971 for misconduct, selling

sophisticated - weaponry to ‘a nation-

- Republican Army, the Red Army of
" Japan and Germany"s Baader—Memhof
ganG L DT

_certainly do untxl the reaLthmg comes -’
along : NS o el
- The US. government dld fmally
oet around to prosecuting the former
(‘IA men and another accomphce on’

-l ut-wt.\--—,,... i

, officials. The work of @award-
winning investigative. reporter Sey-

- mour M. Hersh, the series disclosed ‘characters kept funneling- the tech-

~ Green Berets and others to he]p tram
Khadafy’s growing band of goons.-.

.. community can come up with a more|

. wills may also have had something to

. reluctant. to go after former - col-}

" abuses by its operatives, present and.
- former:" A lack.-of :that. vigilance:
" Now if that S, not workmg at cross-j '
§ purposes with = our so-called fight
~against interpational’terrorism, it’ll

" ligence community ‘in' the 1970s,

%"pever happen again~ — and the:

..,.....
-.m*.:..i
ks

weapons and consplr'acy charges (two
were sentenced recently; the third
fled the country before trial), but the
government learned of the sales way
back.in-1976. In the meantime, these

nology to Libya and recruiting former

Certainly there were legal- obsta—
cles to bringing a quick indictment.
But unless and until the intelligence

satisfactory explanation, the public
will suspect that weak laws may not
havebeen entirely to blame. Weak

do with this scandal. Perhaps the
various government agencies in-
volved:in the investigation moved
slowly. , because they . feared embar-
rassmeat to the intelligence commu-
nity, or!perhaps current agents were]

leagues. \But our advicce to the intellig-
ence’ commumty is to demonstrate
more vigilance in cracking down on

resulted in crackdowns on the intel-

which'left it weakened inits effort to ;
 protect naglonal interests. That should

‘initelligence community should make
certamltdoesntu R :
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